456    FARTHER ACCOUNT OF THE

inclination in tlie men, these orders of the privy-
council were not executed. The disorders of the
playhouses rather increased, than diminished. The
mayor, and aldermen of London felt the grievance,
without being able to apply the remedy: For, they
were neither urged, by the clamour of the multitude,
nor supported, by the voice of the people; who now
relished theatrical amusements, as they were better
accommodated, in the many new playhouses, and
better gratified by the representation of Shakspeare's
dramas. The privy-council did not so much partake
of the scenick enthusiasm of the people, as they
viewed the popular concourse to scenick representa-
tions, in the light of a political disorder; which, hav-
ing increased under restraint, required correction, ra-
ther than countenance. In this spirit, they wrote a
stronger letter to the Lord Mayor, and aldermen, of
London, on the 31st of December, 1601; reprehend-
ing past neglects, and requiring future compliance
with the former orders3. The privy-council* on the

3 The following is a transcript of the letter to the Lord Mayor
and Aldermen, from the council register of the 31st of December,
1601:

<e We have received a letter from you, renewing a complaint of
the great abuse and disorder within and about the city of London,
by reason of the multitude of playhouses, and the inordinate resort
and concourse of dissolute and idle people daily unto publick
stage plays ; for the which information, as wee do commend your
Lordship because it betokerteth your care and desire to reform
the disorders of the city: So wee must let you know, that we did
much rather expect to understand that our order (set down and
prescribed about a year and a half since for reformation of the
said disorders upon the like complaint at that time) had been
duly executed, than to find the same disorders and abuses so
much increased as they are. The blame whereof, as we cannot
but impute in great part to the justices, of the peace or some of
them in the counties of Middlesex, and Surrey, who had special
direction and charge from us to see our said order executed, for
the confin.es of the city, wherein the most part of those playhouses
are situate : So wee do wish that it might appear unto us, that
any thing hath been endeavoured by the predecessor of you the